
© 2010 Vibrant Faith Ministries. All rights reserved. Written by Pr. Greg Priebbenow and edited by Vibrant Faith Ministries.

s
c

r
i

p
t

u
r

e
 

†
taking
       faith      home

†DECEMBER 5, 2010

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK:

You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from trouble;
Psalm 32:7a (CEV)

SAY, PRAY AND BLESS:

A Prayer for the Week:
Lord God, make our lives straight paths that lead others towards you. 
Amen. 

Advent Mealtime Prayer: 
Bless our table, gracious God, and all who sit at it. As we wait for Jesus’ 
return, give us the gift of sharing with others. Amen. 

A Blessing to Give:
May God give you great joy and peace as you trust in God’s love and may 
the power of the Holy Spirit fill you with hope. Amen. 
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s DAILY BIBLE READINGS: 

These readings are related to the Lectionary readings for this Sunday. 
We invite you to take time each day to read the assigned Bible passage.

Sunday	 Matthew 3:1-12	 Prepare the way of the Lord
Monday	 Isaiah 40:1-11	 A voice crying in the wilderness
Tuesday	 John 1:19-28	 The testimony of John the Baptist
Wednesday	 Matthew 12:33-37	 A good tree bears good fruit
Thursday	 Zechariah 2:10-13	 Shout and be glad
Friday	 Hosea 14:1-9	 Repentance brings blessing
Saturday	 Psalm 32	 I acknowledged my sin
Sunday	 Matthew 11:2-11	 Jesus and John the Baptist
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CARING CONVERSATION: 

In your household or small group:
	 •	 Share about a change you have made in your life. Why did you  
		  make it?
	 •	 John the Baptist called on people to “repent” because God’s  
		  kingdom was near (Matthew 3:2). What does it mean to repent?
	 •	 John the Baptist prepared people to meet Jesus. Who has been a  
		  “John the Baptist” figure in your life, helping you to know Jesus?

DEVOTIONS:

In the second week of Advent light the first and second Advent candles, 
and say these words:

Say:	 This is the second week of Advent. We light our second candle  
	 to remind us that this is the season of hope. Jesus came to  
	 bring us hope, and we live in hope for him to come again. (The 
	 candles are lit).
Read:	 Read one of the following passages: Psalm 130:7; Jeremiah 
	 29:11; Matthew 12:18-21; Romans 15:12; 2 Corinthians 1:10;  
	 Hebrews 10:23.
Pray:	 Let us pray: God, in this time of preparation for Christmas, 
	 give us new hope. Increase our faith in your Son Jesus and our  
	 trust in your promises. Amen. 

SERVICE:

Invite someone in your church or local community who will not be shar-
ing Christmas with their relatives this year to be a part of your Christmas 
celebrations.

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS:

Set up a box or empty crib under your Christmas tree. Each night have 
household members place pieces of straw in the crib (or yellow yarn or 
shredded paper strips) for kind acts done that day. On Christmas Eve, 
when the crib is filled with straw, place a nativity figure of the Christ child 
in the crib.
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